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Okinawa Prefecture is located at the southwestern tip of Japan and consists of
160 islands of various sizes. Many tourists come to Okinawa to enjoy the
subtropical climate, the beautiful beaches surrounded by coral reefs, and the
unique culture nurtured by its geography. The northern part of the island has
many U.S. military facilities, but it is also home to valuable flora and fauna and
was designated as the 33rd national park in 2016. The Yambaru Art Festival
was held for the first time in 2017, when the momentum for northern tourism
was building. The exhibition consists of two sections: Exhibition Section and
Craft Section. In the Exhibition Section, Takahiro Kaneshima, who has led
various art projects including art fairs in Japan and overseas, was invited as
the director. In addition, internationally active Japanese artists, artists from
Okinawa Prefecture and foreign artists created and exhibited site-specific
works in this section. In the Craft Section, young and talented artisans from
the prefecture created beautiful items such as pottery, glass, textiles, dyed
goods, and wooden ware, all of which evoke the atmosphere of Okinawa. This
festival has created opportunities to experience and enjoy variety of high
quality art works in Okinawa Prefecture where there are few museums and art
galleries. It has contributed to the cultural education through active interaction
with the local people. It is also worth mentioning that the lineup of foreign
artists has been enriched every year. In addition, the past five festivals have
attracted tourists from Taiwan, China, Korea, and other countries as well as
from other parts of Japan, and have been able to promote the culture and
atmosphere of Yambaru through art to a total of over 200,000 visitors. In July
2021, the The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) declared "Amami Oshima, Tokunoshima, Northern Okinawa
Prefecture and Iriomote Island" as Natural World Heritage sites. With this area
attracting more and more attention, we intend to host the art festival that that
coexists with nature and resources while gradually increasing the number of
permanent art works remaining in the area.

●Assembly of Contemporary Art: Exhibition Section

In the exhibition section, artists from Okinawa Prefecture will participate in addition to internationally active 
Japanese and foreign artists. Takahiro Kaneshima, who has worked as a director of art fairs in Japan and China, was 
invited to be the director of the exhibition section. The participating artists will create and exhibit site-specific 
works that are unique to Yambaru, Okinawa.

Yambaru Art Festival Executive Committee

●Exhibition and sale of various traditional to modern crafts from Okinawa: Craft Section

In the craft section, the Yambaru Art Festival will exhibit and sell its own selection of Okinawan crafts.
Pottery, glass, textiles, dyeing, and wooden ware produced by young and talented craftsmen of Okinawa will be 
displayed and sold. We will be exhibiting and selling powerful and beautiful items that remind us of Okinawa.



Yambaru Art Festival 2017-2018

The first "Yambaru Art Festival" was the first regional art festival 
held in the Yambaru area in the northern part of the main island 
of Okinawa Prefecture, where momentum was growing prior to 
the declaration as a World Natural Heritage site. Although the 
festival was held during the winter, which is said to be the off-
season for tourism in Okinawa Prefecture, many people came to 
see this unique festival that brought together contemporary 
artists and a variety of Okinawan crafts.
Participating Artists:
Noboru Tsubaki https://www.metapolice.net/

Yuken Teruya https://www.yukenteruyastudio.com/

SISYU https://www.e-sisyu.com/
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Yambaru Art Festival 2018-2019

The festival was held for the second time in year 2018-2019. 
In order to convey the beautiful message of the Yambaru region, 
which is not familiar to tourists from overseas, we began to 
include artists with an international outlook. Sun Xun, an artist 
from China, created a completely new "Izakaya" (Japanese style 
pub) in the home economics room of an abandoned school 
building, which became a hot topic. We also focused on the 
traditional craft, Bashofu, of Ogimi Village, where the event was 
held, with the intention of creating a project that connects the 
local community with the outside world.
Participating Artists:
Sun Xun https://www.skny.com/artists/sun-xun

Muneteru Ujino https://www.the-rotators.com/

Yodogawa-Technique https://yukari-art.jp/en/artists/yodogawa-technique/

Yambaru Art Festival 2019-2020

In 2019-2020 the festival was held for the third consecutive year. 
We invited artists with much more international flavor compared 
to the previous years. For the first time, a Dutch artist from 
Europe, Nick Christensen, who has participated in an artist-in-
residence in Japan before, held an exhibition in an abandoned 
school building which blended well with the classroom. And a 
Taiwanese artist held a workshop where visitors could 
experience the lifestyle of aboriginal people in eastern Taiwan. 
Japanese artist, Tatzu Nishi, created a work in an abandoned 
hospital building that still remains in the community.
Participating Artists:
Nik Christensen http://www.nikchristensen.com/

Tatzu Nishi https://www.tatzunishi.net/
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Yambaru Art Festival 2020-2021

The fourth edition of the festival was held in the 2020-2021. This 
year's festival was held under unprecedented circumstances due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. The content of the festival was 
creatively rearranged by taking measures such as online 
streaming of talk shows and artist performances, video 
recordings of interviews with participating artists, and 3D 
installation views of the exhibition space, therefore visitors who 
could not come to the festival in person could also enjoy the 
content.
Participating Artists:
SIDE CORE https://www.instagram.com/side_core_tokyo/?hl=ja

LIN GUAN-MING https://www.projectfulfill.com/lin-guan-ming-

265192089621517.html
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Yambaru Art Festival 2021-2022

The fifth edition of the festival was held in the 2021-2022. The 
festival was held under during the Covid19 pandemic and 
overseas artists were not able to visit Japan following the 
previous year. Although two artists from Europe participated in 
the event along with many other artists that we managed to get 
on board utilizing our prior experience. From Japan, the 
Hokkaido-based unit THE SNOWFLAKES with Yoshitomo Nara, 
the internationally active art collective Chim↑Pom, and Kyoto-
based artist Teppei Kaneuji participated.
Participating Artists:
Chim↑Pom http://chimpom.jp/

Teppei Kaneuji https://teppeikaneuji.site/

Erdal inci https://erdalinci.com/
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Confirmed Particulars of Yambaru Art Festival 2022-2023:

Period: 2022/12～2023/1 ※Scheduled for approximately a month.

Venue: Venues in Northern Part of the main island of Okinawa
Ogimi Village: Ogimi Village Former Shioya Elementary School, Ogimi Village Office Old 
Government Building
Kunigami Village： Hentonaoo Arcade, Okuma Private Beach & Resort
Nago City： Oriental Hotel Okinawa Resort & Spa, Kanucha Resort, Nago City Hall Agu Statue

Organizer: Yambaru Art Festival Executive Committee
Co-Organizer: Ogimi Village
Endorsement: Okinawa Pref., Okinawa Tourism Convention Bureau, Northern Municipal 
Association, Kunigami Village, Higashi Village, Motobu Town, Nago City & etc.
Support/Grants: Agency for Cultural Affairs/Japan Arts Council
HP: https://yambaru-artfes.jp

※Please check the website for the latest information and details.

Prospects for the Yanbaru Art Festival
This  festival will continue to create opportunities to experience contemporary art works from outside the prefecture 
and from overseas in Okinawa Prefecture where there are few museums and art galleries compared to other parts of 
Japan to appreciate excellent art works. And we’ll continue to promote the culture and tourism resources of the 
Yambaru region to the world. In addition, we will gradually increase the number of permanent artworks that will remain 
in the area after the conclusion of the festival, in order to attract visitors and create a buzz outside the time period of the 
festival. In addition to traditional crafts, we will also feature products unique to Okinawa which is home to many 
excellent craft artists. We’ll organize workshops and other participatory events, and contribute to cultural education by 
continuing to work with the local community and in addition local citizens will also join the Organizing Committee and 
Management.

Artists scheduled to participate
※Partial List A total of about 40 artists are expected to participate.

Chim↑Pom
http://chimpom.jp/

Teppei Kaneuji
https://teppeikaneuji.
site/

Aya Ito
http://tomiokoyamagallery
.com/artists/aya-ito/

SIDE CORE
https://www.instagram.
com/side_core_tokyo/?
hl=ja
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